Roger Samplis Costa
September 6, 2018

Roger Samplis Costa passed into eternal life on September 6. He was the husband of
Helene Agnes (Lavoie) Costa with whom he shared 62 years of marriage. They made
their home in Somerset, MA.
Roger was born on September 15, 1935, in Fall River, to Samplis Costa and Ruth E.
(Rogers) Costa. He was brought up in the Steep Brook part of the city, moving to
Somerset as a young man.
Roger, an outdoorsman, loved fresh water fly fishing, tied his own flies, and belonged to
the Rhody Flyrodders club. He was a self-employed toolmaker and industrial designer and
as the proprietor of L. H. Cook of East Providence and Spearhead Moulds of Fall River he
created and marketed a high-end fly tying vice and many other products. He loved
working with wood as well, and built his own house, made furniture, and after being
diagnosed with ALS, built a wood canoe, Wee Lass. Roger was also a lover of cars, an
avid NASCAR fan, and spent hours in the pits at Seekonk Speedway.
He leaves behind his beloved wife, Helene, his children Suzanne Costa Baldaia and her
husband Ernest G. Mayo of Warren, RI, Kevin Costa and his wife Alison of Somerset, and
Helene Costa and her husband Richard Brodeur of Somerset. Roger leaves his
grandchildren Shayna Costa of Hopkinton, MA, Dusty Cyr of Fall River, and Michela
Joubert of Providence. Roger also leaves his sisters Kathleen Venice and her husband
Paul of Swansea, Elizabeth (Betty) Faria (predeceased by her husband Frank) of
Somerset, and many nieces, nephews and cousins.
Services will be private, and a celebration of life will be held at a future date.
Arrangements with the Hathaway Community Home for Funerals, Somerset, MA.

Comments

“

So saddened to hear of Roger’s passing and long struggle with ALS. It is so hard
and difficult to endure the frustration of such a devastating and debilitating illness.
Our hearts go out to the family and friends who have struggled with loss and care
taking.
We will remember Roger behind the wheel of his boat anticipating a fishing
adventure with a smile on his face. Also, his enthusiasm when he would look to solve
a mechanical problem or invent a solution for a challenge he faced.
He was a talented man who continued to express his artistic side and remain actively
engaged in life. May his family find some solace in recounting memories and
celebrating his life.
Our prayers go out to Helene who has been a loyal spouse, mother and grandmother
who has struggled with illness and the frustration of loss of independence. May
Roger’s family heal together and highlight the dedication and bond they have
demonstrated caring for their parents.
John and Jane Pacheco

John Pacheco - September 10, 2018 at 07:41 AM

“

1 file added to the album To The Family

Good Samaritan - September 09, 2018 at 09:46 AM

